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How’s it going?
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OF=—7% (Travel To Farm)

OAA A (Agrimpuls)

OAZ & (SUSP)

It will probably never be ‘as it
were’ but then at least to a ‘new
normal’. Luckly we still have trainees
coming in on our program - not
as many as usual though. We are
lucky that the Danish Government
recognizes work in agriculture and
horticulture as a worthy purpose,
meaning that everyone can enter
Denmark as long as they have a valid
contract of employment for a job
in the green sector, a work permit
if that is required and a negative
Covid-test. Immigration is processing
permits as usual - with a minor delay
though (which is kind of normal
too). We continuously have available
placements, especially with dairy
cattle and in pig production. Our
outbound is very quiet atm but we
do experience a great interest in
travelling abroad amongst the young
people, which is very comforting for
the future.

The Agrimpuls-Team is doing
fine however the Corona pandemic
affected our internship business
quite hard. We were able to survive
the first year of the crisis thanks
to our diversified business fields:
trainee placements and staff
recruitment, dealing with issues
relating to labour legislation and
regulations concerning employment
of foreigners (there we have done
a lot of work for the Swiss Farmers
Union). Then we had a boon in
sales of packaging material for
direct marketing (e.g. shops on the
farms). Thanks to flexible employees
and good sales in the non-internship
business, we were able to survive
this year. Now we hope that the
situation will improve for next year
so we can increase numbers in the
Inbound and Outbound programs
again. Our office was always open
and we are working in turns at home
and in the office. We can send and
receive trainees. For the Inbound, we
expect to obtain a lot of applications
from hosts who want to employ a
trainee for next spring or summer.
For the Outbound, we have just a
few candidates and it seems that
young people are reluctant to apply
because of the uncertain future.

We mainly work from home
and only go to the office when we
have a meeting there or if we need
to print. Our inbound program is
open for EU students for any time
and for non-EU students for a stay
of more than 3 months. Part of the
Covid-19 regulation is that non EU
citizens are not allowed to travel to
the Netherlands for a stay up to 3
months. Exceptions are made by the
government for trainees from Japan,
Thailand, Australia, New-Zealand,
Rwanda, Singapore, South-Korea
and Uruguay. These countries are
considered as ‘safe’ and students are
allowed to travel to the Netherlands
for a period of 90 days. Our obliged
Dutch national health insurance
also covers the medical costs for
Covid-19 if a trainee is contaminated
during the training. Repatriation is
also included. The past months we
received a nice couple of students
and also the hosts are able to receive
trainees in a safe way. Our outbound
program is limited at the moment.
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